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Ethiopia and ONLF Agreement in 2018.
In hindsight, what has been achieved substantially for the Agreement after five

years?
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After 34 years of armed confrontation between the successive governments of Ethiopia and Ogaden
National Liberation Front (ONLF), on October 2018, the two parts have signed a peace “Agreement”.
Since its establishment in 1984, ONLF had struggled for the cause of the Somalis and self-
determination for the Somalis live in the occupied Ogaden region. The two parts have agreed also to
assign a committee to deliberate on the root causes of the protracted conflicts, and give compensations
for the killed, raped, tortured and oppressed communities of Somalis, by the successive regimes in

Addis-Ababa, and its puppets in the Somali region.
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ONLF, her side, had remained committed to implementing the agreement and refrained from re-

escalating and triggering armed conflicts in Ethiopia. Regrettably, the Ethiopian government led by
Prime Minister Abiy, had failed miserably to implement from his end. Likewise, the administration in
the Somali region led by president Mustafe Omar, aka Cagjar, has also shown a lack of interest in
implementing on the ground the agreement signed by the federal government and ONLF.

The discussion took place in the “Twitter Space” on 25th October hosted by Ogaden News Agency, and
attended by distinguished guests, academicians, journalists, human rights activists, women, and other
esteemed audiences. Abdirahman Maadey, the Chairman of ONLF was the Keynote Speaker. The
Chairman has explained and elaborated the historical kaleidoscope of the Somali struggle in the Horn
of Africa that traces back to the 16th century, Ahmed Gurey, 19th century of Sayid Mohammed
Abdulle Hassan, and up to date by ONLF. The central point of all these struggles has been defending
the inalienable human rights and dignity of the Somalis, preserving and protecting their territorial
integrity, from the invaders. The Chairman’s explanation, especially the prequel and sequel of the
agreement was insightful and eye-opening for the audience as he demystified and elucidated the
intricates and controversies surrounding Ethiopia/Abysinnia's political profile.

Anwar Abdifatah Bashir, an Author, Executive Director of the East African Institute for Peace and
Governance, and Lecturer at Somali National University, who extensively writes and comments on the
Horn of Africa Affairs, especially Ethiopia, has also participated in the discussion, and opined that
Ethiopia has never been in a position to solve its differences via negotiation and mediation.
Ethiopia/Abyssinia has been a militaristic and medieval state that tended to fix its problems through
gun barrels. Anwar believes also that Ethiopia’s peace agreement with ONLF was just a ceremonial
where PM Abiy aimed at neutralizing ONLF, and showing the world that his government is committed
to reconciling with dissenting voices. Likewise, Abiy has tactically used the “Time-Buying” Strategy to

bewilder and delude the world under the guise of the “Reformist” mantra.
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Prof Hassan Keynan, a prolific academic and retired UN Official, has also praised ONLF’s consistency

with the signed agreement with Ethiopia despite the challenges encountered. Abiy’s two-pronged
approach of showing that his government is committed to reforming the country while oppressing
opposition groups like OLF and ONLF is lugubrious. The distinguished guests have asked relevant
questions to the panelists. The painful questions include, how the agreement between ONLF and
Ethiopia persists. Why the administration in Jigjiga led by Mustafe Cagjar is not part of the agreement;
thus, oppressing ONLF members, dividing and character-assassinating its leadership?

Vigilantly, the Chairman of ONLF, Abdirahman said that ONLF is committed and ready to remain

positive despite many challenges, emanating from the federal and local administration in Jigjiga.

Recommendations

1. Maintaining such timely significant and relevant discussions in order to inform the public

2. Pioneering “Transitional Justice” with the aim of reconciling diverse communities, enhancing
social cohesiveness, hammering out past grievances and grudges

3. Inviting the Somali region administration in the agreement between ONLF and the Ethiopian
government as an antidote to the challenges from the administration in Jigjiga

4. Inviting a third party “Shuttle Diplomacy” in the agreement in order to monitor its
implementation and make sure that both parties are committed.

5. Including Somali “Women” in the leadership of ONLF as they are the backbone of the society,

and backed the struggle and the cause for a long time
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